
 

 
 
 

MARCVS 
DEI ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA 

ADMINISTRATOR APOSTOLICUS MEDIOBURGENSIS 
 

DECREE 
 

CONCERNING THE DIRECTIVES FOR THE GENERAL REGULATION OF 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE DIOCESE OF MIDDLESBROUGH 

 
By virtue of canon 806 §1 of the Code of Canon Law, it is within the competence and pastoral 
responsibility of a Diocesan Bishop to issue directives concerning the general regulation of all 
Catholic schools in dioceses, and to exercise vigilance over them. 

For the good order, Catholic identity, and mission of these schools, it is necessary that clear 
and uniform norms be established. 

Having considered the needs of the Catholic schools within the Diocese of Middlesbrough and 
having consulted with those whose responsibility it is to advise on these matters; 

As Apostolic Administrator, with the same responsibilities as a Diocesan Bishop in law relating 
to the oversight of Catholic schools, I hereby PROMULGATE and DECREE that the document 
entitled Diocese of Middlesbrough Diocesan Directives 2026, a copy of which is attached to 
this Decree, shall have the force of law for all Catholic schools within the territorial boundaries 
of the Diocese of Middlesbrough in accordance with canon 806 §1, unless the school is 
specifically exempted by the Middlesbrough Diocesan Education Department. 

These Directives shall come into force from 1st September 2026, and all persons concerned 
are bound to observe them. This Decree will be promulgated by being sent to all leaders of 
Academy Trusts, School Leaders, and those concerned with Catholic education in the Diocese 
of Middlesbrough and published on the Diocesan website from Monday 6th July 2026. 

 
Given at Middlesbrough on the Second Day of July in the Year of Our Lord 2026 

 
                                         

 
 Marcus Stock 
Bishop of Leeds 
Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Middlesbrough 

 
 
 
 

Rev Fr Peter Taylor, JV 
Chancellor and Judicial Vicar 
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